(emphasis added). J
36.  Inits Defect Information Report referenced in the J. anuary 21, 2010 letter, Toyota »
describes what it purports is the underlying cause of defect:

Description of Problem:

Due to the manner in which the friction lever interacts with the sliding surface of
the accelerator pedal inside the pedal sensor assembly, the sliding surface of the
lever may become smooth during vehicle operation. In this condition, if
condensation occurs on the surface, as may occur from heater operation (without
A/C) when the pedal assembly is cold, the friction when the accelerator pedal is
operated may increase, which may result in the accelerator pedal becoming harder
to depress, slower to return, or, in the worst case, mechanically stuck in a partially
depressed position. In addition, some of the affected vehicles’ pedals were
manufactured with friction levers made of a different material (PA46), which may
be susceptible to humidity when parked for a long period in hot temperatures. In
this condition, the friction when the accelerator pedal is operated may increase,
which may result in the accelerator pedal movement becoming rough or slow to
return. In light of the similarity with one of the symptoms described above that
are associated with the PPS material, Toyota has decided to include these vehicles
in the defect determination.

37. On January 28, 2010, issued a statement that Toyota had “identified the cause of
the problem” and had been working closely with CTS, the manufacturer of the accelerator pedal
assemblies found on the vehicles affected by the January 21 Recall, on a revised pedal désign.
According to a January 28, 2010 statement by Chris Nielsen, TMEMNA’s Vice President of
Purchasing, “CTS is a long-term and valued supplier to us.”

38.  According to Toyota, the January 21 Recall is separate and unrelated to the
November 25 Announcement that involved approximately 5.3 million vehicles. However,

Toyota also announced that approximately 1.3 vehicles are part of both the November 25

Announcement and the January 21 Recall. Reportedly, it is Toyota’s position that this
significant overlap is merely coincidence. A total of approximately 6.3 million vehicles are part

of both the November 25 Announcement and January 21 Recall in the United States (“Recalled
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